[Swallowing and Voice Disorders in Cancer Patients].
Dysphagia sometimes occurs in patients with head and neck cancer, particularly in those undergoing surgery and radiotherapy for lingual, pharyngeal, and laryngeal cancer. It also occurs in patients with esophageal cancer and brain tumor. Patients who undergo glossectomy usually show impairment of the oral phase of swallowing, whereas those with pharyngeal, laryngeal, and esophageal cancer show impairment of the pharyngeal phase of swallowing. Videofluoroscopic examination of swallowing provides important information necessary for rehabilitation of swallowing in these patients. Appropriate swallowing exercises and compensatory strategies can be decided based on the findings of the evaluation. Palatal augmentation prostheses are sometimes used for rehabilitation in patients undergoing glossectomy. Patients who undergo total laryngectomy or total pharyngolaryngoesophagectomy should receive speech therapy to enable them to use alaryngeal speech methods, including electrolarynx, esophageal speech, or speech via tracheoesophageal puncture. Regaining swallowing function and speech can improve a patient's emotional health and quality of life. Therefore, it is important to manage swallowing and voice disorders appropriately.